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DIGVIJAYA NOW
TAKES A DIG
AT KAPIL SIBAL

Press Trust of India
& Jotters@hindustantimes.com

JABALPUR: After his potshots at
Home Minister P. Chidam-
baram, Congress leader
Digvijaya Singh on Saturday
appeared to snipe at HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal seeking his
attention on school education
rather than higher education.
“The need at the moment is
that the HRD ministry should
pay more attention to the devel-
opment of school education and
skill development centres rather
than higher education and {
have full faith that they will look
into the matter,” Singh said.
Sibal has become the fresh
target of Singh after he took on
Chidambaram, attacking his
strategy to tackle Maoists.
He had even called Chidam-
baram “intellectually arrogant”,
Earlier this week, Sibal had
hit back at his detractors, who
had accused him of rushing an
education bill, by invoking Rajiv
Gandhi and said the former PM
had wanted that the task of imp-
arting quality education should
be achieved in a few months.
“If people say that we are in
a hurry, then I would ike to state
that Rajivji had said it in 1985
that this should be achieved in
a few months” Sibal had said.
Sibal's remarks were seen as
an apparent rebuff to detrae-
tors like K. Keshav Rao, who
attacked his ministry's policies
in a Rajya Sabha debate that
forced the government to def-
er the Education Tribunal Bill.
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lIT body slams pay ‘betrayal’

MEMORANDUM Faculty federation accuses ministry of not implementing key promises

Charu Sudan Kasturd

# charu kasturi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE The apex faculty body
of the Indian Institutes of
Technology has accused the
government of not implement-
ing key pay-related promises
made almost a year back to
convince them to end an
unprecedented standoff.

In a memorandum submit-
ted to the human resource
development ministry, the All
India IIT Faculty Federation
has argued that many of the
concerns that brought them to
the streets last year remain unr-
esolved, sources told HT

The federation represents
the 4,000 teachers across the
[ITs and last year led an unpre-
cedented protest over pay conc-
erns that crippled the institutes
for days, with teachers skipping
classes for the first time.

The memorandum, sent on
Thursday, requested that the
Federation be allowed to pres-
ent its concerns at the IIT
Council meeting on Friday. But
federation sources claim they
received no response. “We had
even asked the directors to hear
us but they said they did not
have time,” professor M.
Thenmozhi, president of the
Federation said.
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You assured us that
all issues in the sixth pay
ommission implementatio

at the IITs ... would

be resolved as ston
as possible.

the memorandum

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
said he was unaware of the
memorandum and added that
his officials would handle these
concerns. He also said that any
concerns on promises made last
year should be addressed.

The federation, which met
here on Wednesday, plans to
consult faculty of each IIT to
prepare a strategy to take for-
ward their opposition to what
a senior professor dubbed a
“betrayal”.

Sibal had last October called
a meeting with the federation
at his residence to defuse a two-
month-long standoff as some of
India’s most qualified teachers
fought a battle that they argued
was about “respect”.

“You assured us that all issu-
es in the 6th pay commission
implementation at the IITs ...
would be resolved as soon as
possible. This was followed by

ameeting with directors of IITs
who also assured us that all our
concerns will receive immedi-
ate attention,” the memoran-
dum says. However, almost one
year after that meeting, “notan-
gible progress has been made
on any front till date,” it adds.

The faculty have been dem-
anding a withdrawal of norms
stipulating a minimum pericd
a teacher must serve at the ITTs
for promotions.

They have also been demand-
ing a performance-related
incentive scheme, common
medical facilities for serving and
retired teachers and represen-
tation on the TIT Council.

i0- datas get new networking skills

Hello, my name js Linda Yip
and|am Iooking fora

ositi
‘ Sition as an executive

»The notion of a ‘good CV" has evolved with the idea of a ‘good employee’. Job
seekars are now tailoring their resumes to suit the ob they are applying for.

CURRICULUM

Neha Dara
‘ neha dara@hindustantimes.com

here was a time when ‘worka-

holic’ was the best sort of vice

tolist onyour CV. It was a qual-

ity that made an employee dear

to his company — if you were wedded

tothe job, you were good value for money.

But the definition of who makes agood

employee has changed, and so has the
concept of what makes a good CV.

“As organisations try to become more
productive, they want people with a spe-
cifie skill set,” says Asim Handa, coun-
try manager for FutureStep, a talent
acquisition company. “They look for well-
rounded people now, not workaholics,
because they feel such people can con-
tribute more.” Since the need has

ing for. A tailormade CV also reflects
your greater insight,” says Harveen

Bedi, who heads Lhe resume devel-
opmentbus fN: Another

tojournalist, “My website is my CV. It
gives my professional background, links
m my earlier work and a slideshow so

thing recruiters are seeing more of is
the online presence, says Pradeep
Bahirwani, vice president of talent acqui-
sition for Wipro Technologies. People
mention their blogs, websites and
LinkedIn profiles. “Before we meet the
person, we already know a lot about
them,” says Bahirwani

Over six million Indians are on
LinkedIn. The company’s internal sur-
vey shows that users who have more
complete LinkedIn profiles are 40 times
more likely to find a job. “Now every pro-
fessional is like a small business and their
profile is a manifestation of their per-
sonal brand,” says. Arvind Rajan, inter-
national vi S of LinkedIn.

changed, peop

their CVs differently. “You can no longer
have a ‘one size fits all' CV” says Sanjay
Modi, managing director of the job por-
tal MonsterIndia.com.

‘The CV should be modified to suit the
jobyou're applying for; highlighting qual-
ifications, experience and exposure that
fit the bill, he adds. “You need to under-
stand the job description you're apply-

The problem with a conventional CV
isthat it offers no context, “A profile, on
the other hand, tells me what other peo-
ple say about the person, who s/he’s con-
nected with, and common contacts we
may have,” says Rajan. In addition, for
those in creative fields, it links to their
portfolios and showcases their work.
Says Akshay Mahajan, a freelance pho-

ployer knows every-
thmg he needs to right away”

Even those who stick to the conven-
tional two-page format include links to
blogs or online photostreams. “As a
writer, I find that including a link to my
Flickr stream tells people I cantake the
photos to back my work, and that works
inmy favour,” says Madhu Reddy, a finan-
cial consultant-turned-writer.

Not just a resumé and network, even
the activities you undertake can improve
your job chances. “Our recruiters join
forums to find people who are active
participants. It helps to zeroin on a like-
ly candidate,” says Bahirani. Handa
explains how this helps. “Someone who
regularly blogs, for instance, has a use-

A VITAL Job seekers are adding website links and even video clips to their CVs

ful additional skill that can be put to use.
Maybe they can write in the company
newsletter. It's useful to highlight hob-
bies and other skills” These interests
also offer potential employers a glimpse
into the job-seeker’s personality. “We
take our cues from that information,”
says Handa. “If someone's into sports,
we know he is most likely disciplined.”
Two months ago, Vivek Ravishankar,
23, and his partner started Interview-
street.com, asite that allows recruiters
m set cust,omlsed tests. “Once a candi-
he test, the company knows
this is someone who meets a bench-
mark.” Depending on the requirement,
Ravishankar says, companies set tests
to evaluate everything from coding capa-
bilities to psychometric evaluations.
Monster has also launched a
video/audio resume, that allows users
to add sound/video clips to their CVs.

THE EXTRA-CURRICULAR “This isusefulina field ke the BPO sec-
ACTVITIESYOUUNDERTAKE 2% savg Modi twhere pecploare hired
IMPROVE YOUR JOB CHANCES - skl Handa els visaes arehe k-
RECRUITERS LOOK FOR SKILLS i o oo
THAT CAN BE PUT TO USE ing and editing short pi ional clips
that better who they are.”
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IS COLLEG

['T?

EY FOR NOTHING Some high
achlevers don't think a university degree is
a good investment. They should know

Sarah Kaufman

® waskendhi@hindustantimes.com

eross the region and around

the country, parents are kiss-

ing their college-bound kids

and potentially up to

$200,000 in tuition, room
and board goodbye.

Especially in well-educated areas,
like the nation’s eapital, this is expect-
ed.Itsa rite of passage, part of an order-
ly progression toward suceess.

Or is it herd mentality?

Hear this, high achievers: If you
erunch the numbers, some experts say,
college is a bad investment.

“You've been fooled into thinking
there’s no other way for my kid to get
ajob ... or learn critical or make
social connections,” says hedge fund
manager James Altucher. Altucher,
president of Formula Capital, says he
sees people making bad investment
decisions all the time and one of them
is paying for college.

llege is overrated, he says: [Inmost
cases, what you get out of it is not worth
the money, and there are cheaper and
better ways to get an education.
Altucher says he's not planning to%end
his two daug‘hters to college.

“My plan is to encourage them to
pursue a dream, at least initially,”
Altucher, 42, says. “Travel or do some-
thing creative or start a business. ..
Whether they succeed or fail, it'll bean
interesting life experience. They'll meet
people, they’ll learn the value of money”

Certainly, you'd be forgiven for think-
ing this argument reeks of elitism. After
all Altucher is an Ivy Leaguer. He's
mIling in dough. Easy for him to pooh-
pooh the status quo.

But, it turns out, his anti-college ideas
stem from personal experience. After
his first year at Cornell University,
Altucher says his parents lost money
and couldn'’t afford tuition. So he paid
his own way, working 60 hours a week
delivering pizza and tutoring, on top of
his course load.

He left Cornell thousands of dollars
in debt. He also left with a degree
computer science. But it took fzulmg at
several investment schemes, losing large
sums of money and then studymg the
stock market on his own analysing
‘Warren Buffett’s decisions so closely
he ended up writing a book about him
for Altucher to learn enough about the
financial world to survive in it. He thinks
he would have been better off getting
the real-world lessons earlier, rather
than thrashing himself to pay for school
and shouldering so much debt.

It’s cold comfort, but the loans put
him in good company: The hundreds
of billions of dollars of national student-
loan debt has now overtaken American
credit-card debt, t.he Wall Street Journal
recently reported,
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Che Washington Post

« Cornell University. Cornell alumnus and hedge fund manager James Altucher says paying for college Is a bad investment

your child's retirement. According to
‘Altucher, $200,000 earning 5 percent
a year over 50 years would amount to
$2.8 million.

2008, the median annual earnings of
young adults with a bachelor’s degree
was $46,000; it was $30,000 for those
‘with a high school diple i

high. Back in 1970, when the overalt
unemployment rate was 4.9 percent,
unemployment among college gradu-

Few families have that kind of money ~ This means that, for those with a bach-
lying around. But if you can give your  elor’s degree, the middle range of earn-
child $10,000 or so to start hisown busi-  ings was 53 percent more than for those
ness, Altucher says, your child will reap  holding only a high school diploma.
practical lessons never taught in a class- But alot of college graduates fall out-
room. Later, when he's more mature,  sidethe mlddlp range and many stand
college might be more i to make bly less,

‘The hefty price tagof'a college “If you ma)or in accounting or engis
has some experts worrled that its  neering, you're pretty hkely togeta
benefits are fading. return on your investment,” Vedder

“I think it makes less sense for more  says. “If you're majoring in anthropol-
families than it did five years ago,” says ~ ogy or social work or education, the
Richard Vedder, an economics professor ~ rate on return is going to be a good deal
at Ohio University who has been study-  lower, on average.

ing education issues. “It’s become more

piled by FmAldorg, a “ ‘eb site for col-
lege financial aid information.
“There’s a billion other things you
could do with your money,” Altucher
says. One option: Invest the money you'd
spend on tuition in Treasury bills for

and more pr ic about whether
people should be going to college”

Now take a key argument in favour of
getting a four-year degree, the one that
saysonaverage, those with one earn more
than those without it. Educati

“I've talked to some of my own stu—
dents who've graduated and who are
‘working in grocery stores or Wal-Mart,”
he says. “The fellow who cut my tree
down had a master’s degree and was
an honors grad,"
among those

Department numbers support this: In

wnth bachelor’s degrees isat alongtime

ates was negligible, at just 1.2 percent,

MICHAEL DELL
Founded Dell

BILL GATES
Founded Microsoft

LARRY ELLISON
Founded Oracle

PAUL ALLEN

STEVE JOBS

Foundsd Apple Co-founded Microsoft
But what about the lessons offered

by the success stories that have
unspooled along a different path? To
the non-degreed billionaires’ club head-
ed by Microsoft’s Bill Gates (Harvard’s
most famous quitter) and Apple’s Steve

says Vedder, citing Bureau of Labor sta- ~ Jobs (left Oregon’s Reed College after
tistics. But this year, with unemploy- a smg]e semester), add: Michael Dell
ment at 9.6 percent, for pout), Microsoft
college grads has risen in far greater  cofounder. and Seattle Seahawks owner

proportion, to 4.9 percent. In other
words, it is more than half the rate for
the general population. The bonus for
the educated, Vedder says, is “less pro-
nounced than it used to be”

“The return on investment is clear-
ly lower today than it was five years
ago,” he says. “The gains for going to
college have leveled off”

Before hackles are raised about boil-
ing the salutary effects of higher edu-
cation down to their cost, lhere are
obvious discl: Ed

Paul Allen (quit Washington State
University) and Larry Ellison (gave up
on the University of Illinois).

Success sans sheepskin isn't only for
the technology set. David Geffen, co-
founder of DreamWorks, bowed out of
several schools, including the University
of Texas. Redskins owner Daniel Snyder
dropped out of the University of
Maryland.

Perhaps these are unique individu-
als, in whom a driving entrepreneurial
spirit ipped the plodding pace of

priceless thing. Many hxgh -school grad—
uates are not ready for independence
and adult responsibilities, and college
provides a safe place for them to grow
up. For a fee.
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book-learning.

Or perhaps they point to a new
model.

“There's nothing you car't do on your
own,” says Altucher,

Seven f1s have onnosed a nroposal to soran
the Jdoinf Entrance Examination, stalling HRD
minister Kanpil Sinal's supgestion for a single
aptitude test to replace multiple exams.
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Heserved four terms as sarpanch of hisvil-
lage. Today, Parkash Singh Badal is serv-
ing his fourth term as chief minister of Pun-
Jjab. A sprightly 83, Badal tells Divya A
about hisdaily 90minutes on the treadmill,
a job that keeps him going and his weak-
ness for caramel custard, Excerpts:

You joined pollt]cs close to Indepen-
dence, making it 60 years as a politi-
cian. How has it been?

= Inour time, people didn't join politics to
‘become mir or chief When
we launched the Shiromani Akali Dal, it

Times of India ND 12/09/2010

‘Punjab’s farmers could grow crops on the moon, if needed’

Has coalition politics added a new di-
menson to politics today?

W Yes, ithas. | foel at the state level, regional
parties fare better than national parties.
For example, there's a Congress-led gov-
ernment at the Centre. If we have a Con-
gress government in the state t00, who will
fight with the Centre if they

Is this son of situation demoralizing
for farm

P-18

Is that practical and possible?
' Yes, it has been possible. We give them

mAsiti because
they don't get good returns for their pro-
duce. The Centrv ‘has complete control of

theland. There
has never been such a revolt in Punjab, be
itfor acquiring land for colleges or for Mo-

‘Well, what are you doing to tackle pover- mgsomepeopmml(emngswﬁeclmehxgh
ty, unemployment and illiteracy? — I get it from this “government job”. I
m There are more colleges and universi-  work 365 days a year and have enjoyed
ties in Punjab than ever before. We have every moment of my

got an IIT in Mohali now. We are doing a political life. My

or income.
And Central po].lcles ‘have always been anti-
farmer. Ce

against the state? Punjab didn't get Chandi-
garh, our water problem wasn't resolved
— all this because the Congress govern-
‘ment here remaned silent.

FOR THE RECORD

nm to safeguard the interests of our peo-
ple. Both my father and my grandfather
were into politics at the village level.

You succeeded your father as sarpanch.
Will your son succeed you as CM?

® Dynastic politics is a reality all over the
world, be it the Kennedy family or Bush
family and it can't be wished away It's nat-
ural and easter for a doctor’s son to be a
doctor because that is the kind of atmos-
‘phere he is most conversant with. Simi-
larly, a politician’s son is most naturally a
politician. ] am happy Sukhbir is relating
to issues of the state. As for his becoming
CM, I'will let the party decide.

PARKASH SINGH BADAL

One of Punjab’s biggest problems is
that foodgrain is rotting out in the open.
‘What solution do you have in mind?
8 This Is because of Centre's mismanage-
ment. If we procure grains from farmers,
itis on behalf of the Centre. They have to
ensure adequate storage space, or else,
grain should be moved out of the state.
But you have to deal with it. You have
said you're ready to distribute the grain
for free. Do you mean it?
u It's the Central government’s grain. If
they allow, we are ready to put in a mech-
anism in place for distribution.

der heavy debt. The Centre should evolve
some formula so that farmers get adequate
minimum support price.

‘We have tried to do all we could, in-
cluding giving free power and water to
farmers. They could be motivated to di-
versify crops. But they will grow other
things besides wheat and paddy only if they
see any profit in it If the government could
fix the minimum support price for other
crops and also market them, farmers would
be better off.

And now, Punjab’s farmers are ready
to farm in Brazil? Tell us about this.
® Yes, Sukhbir has gone with Sharad Pawar
to explore the possibilities. Brazil has fer-
tile land but they say they don't have the
famous l"uxuab farmer: As you know, our
farmers can grow crops even on the Moon,
et alone Bragitor any other country.
You have said that farmland will not
be acquired without farmers’ consent.

haliair Infact, havere-

Iot to improve ies, clean-

quested that their land be taken if their
neighbour’s land is bought by the state.
There have been reports about the re-
vival of militancy in Punjab. Do you
fear a return to the old days?

& We are a very vulnerable border state.
Lm.he past few months, we have recovered

ing rivers, potable water and power gen-
eration. But our efforts have largely gone
waste due to the Centre’s stepmotherly
treatment of us.

Punjab has sent the maximum number €W
of people to the Army Now, the Centre has

X, terrorists. Be-

czuse of constant vigil and God's grace,
are under control. These things can’t

happen without local support, which,
thankfully, the neighbouring country is
not getting from Punjabis now.
Do you fear that youth will take to mil-
itancy again?
w Punjabis suffered enough in those dark
days; they won't like that to happen again.
The root cause of Sikh militancy was in-
Justice to Sikhs — Operation Blue Star and
the 1984 riots. Those issues have still not
been resolved. So, I fear the youth can go
astray if they are brainwashed. As it is,
they are grappling with poverty, unem-
ployment and illiteracy.

stipulated thsi not more than 2.5% of a injail!
state’s can join the forces. So, E

millions have become jobless. Why are busL: LS WL
nesses not investing in Punjab? Because . R i, -,
the Centre has given special status to Hi- : . N Y

machal and Kashmir but not us, al- -
though we have suffered during mil-
itancy and are a vulnerable border ¢
state. Why Bﬁleresﬂ“mj\lstmel‘nr A
1884 riot victims? $
‘You appear very energetic fora
man in his 80s’ *&
wlgetupats amanddevotesu "y
minutes to running and weights -
training in my personal gym.
stay away from sweets although
I can’t resist caramel custard.
But it's my job that keeps me go-

Times of India Mumbai 11.09.10

New Delhi: Recognizing the-
long-standing demand by many
TTsandthe recommendations
-of various commitices, the HT -
-council on Friday gave ifscon-
‘sent to the institutes fo start |-
courses in medicine. Also, of
thetotal faculiv strength fnrany
T, foreign nationals can be
‘hired tofill upto 10% of teach-

P-1

IITs clear decks

“TIMES NEWS NETWORK

“ing positions.

~ The ITs have to anders
‘take a slew of procediires be- . »
fore they canstart medicine.
courses. To begin with, they
‘will have to seek the approval -
-of the Medical Council of In-

%%ﬁ@@gsss%@ Changes_

¥ T eotincil to amend institu-
‘tes of TechnolOgy Act toenable ™
HTs to offer medicine courses

b MCI approval will be sought

b Health ministry against #Ts" -
plan to start medical courses

BUTs to allow foreigr nationals
-as faculty in 10% of posts. Alse,

postgraduate students could
_be admitted from abroad

pipeline oy the Tast fow years.
However, the health ministry.
isnot in favour of HTsstart
ing medical courses. Instead,

dia (MCI). The HRD ministry- it has suggested that they

will also havetoamend the
Institutes of Technology Act
to-allow theém to offer the

‘medicine course.
Avproposal by BT Kharag -

“piir fo opena medical college
‘and hospital has beeri in the

should consider launching
PhD programmes involving
collaborations between engi-

neering and medical seience.

» Security nod amust, P15
__l'»- IITs" in-house shrinks, P 16
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IT'Ts get nod to start
medicine course

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Recognising the long-standing
demand by many HTs and recommendations
by variouscommittees, the HT councilon Fri-
day gave s consent o the institutes to start
courses in medicine.

But the lITs have tofollow a slew of proce-
dures before they can start medicine course,
Tobeginwith, they will have toseek approval
ofthe Medical Council of ndia. The HRD min-
tstry will also have to amend the Institufes of
Technol-ogy Actio allow them offer medicine
course. A proposalby HT, Kharagpur, fo open
amedical college and hospital has been in the
pipeline for the last few yvears. However, the
health ministry is not in favour of HHTs start-
ing medical courses. Instead, ithas suggested
that they should consider starting PhD pro-
gramme, involving collaboration between en-
gineering and medical science.

IITs cannow undertake inter-disciplinary
research in the field of medicine, bio-engi-
neering, biotechnology and related subjects.

Financial Express ND 12-Sep-10

In another major decision, of the total fac-
ulty strength inan IIT, up to 10% of the teach-
ing staff can be foreign nationals. The move
comes in the wake of the fact that H'Ts have
been facing a severe faculty crunch for a
while. Though there are 4,267 vacancies, only
2,983 have been filled. However, security
clearance is reguired ahead of hiring of a for-
eign national at a salary that is on a par with
his Indian counterpart.

> liTs, lIMs get in-house shrinks, P 10
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Are scanners worth the risk?

SusansStellin

THE next time you go through security at the
airport, youmightbetold toempty your pock-
ets, put your hands over your head and stand
still while an X-ray machine looks for any-
thinghiddenundeétyourclothing.If thisbody
scanning option sounds unappealing, you
haveanotherchoice:an"enhancedpatdown”
conducted by a US Transportation Security
Administration employee, which some trav-
elershavedescribedas‘quiteintimate’.

The new screening measures have been
hotly debated, but mostly in theory. If you
somehow missed the hoopla, there are two

types of machines being installed, which
have raised concerns about privacy, health
risks andeventheireffectivenessatcatching
terrorists, The more controversial
“backscatter” devices project an X-ray beam
ontothebody, creatinganimagedisplayedon
amonitor viewed inanother room. The “mil-
limeter wave” machines, which are consid-
eredlessriskybecausetheydonotuseX-rays,
bounceelectromagneticwavesoff thebodyto
produceasimilarimage. X
Unlike metal detectors, these machines
candetectobjectsmadewithothermaterials,
like plastic and ceramic. But they can’t see
anything hidden inside your body, or detect

certainexplosives.

So why bother? “This is all done to keep the
travelingpublicsafe,”said NicholasKimball,a
TSA spokesman, Maybe so, but there are still
questions about how effective these machines
areatachievingthatgoal.

Whattheseimagesrevealisalsounclear. An-
other concern is whether the images can be
saved or transmitted. The main concerns are

how much radiation the scanners give off (the
manufacturers say the amount is very low),
whether the scanners might malfunction and
emitmoreradiation than they aresupposed to,
andwhatthehealtheffectsmaybefortravelers.
Since there is no precedent for routinely
screening so many people with X-rays, there
are alot of unknowns. Other medical experts
are worried that the government has not ade-
quately evaluated the health risks of such ex-
tensive X-ray screening, particularly for
children, pregnant- women, cancer patients
andpeoplesensitivetoradiation. NYT
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Google’s Android to be world No 2 in 2010: Réport

REUTERS
San Francisco, 11 September

oogle Inc’s Android
G software will become

the world’s second
most popular operating
system for cell phones this
year, leapfrogging rival
offerings from Microsoft
Corp, Research in Motion
and Apple Inc, according to a
new report.

By 2014, Android will
account for nearly 30 per cent
of all cell phone operating
system sales, according to the
research firm Gartner, putting
it in position to challenge
Nokia Corp’s Symbian
software, which has reigned
as the top mobile operating
system for years,

Symbian will have a 30.2
per cent share of the global
market in 2014, according to
Gartner, compared to

allowing Android to grab the
No 2 worldwide rank nearly
two years sooner than the
firm had initially expected.

The market for mobile
phone software has become
a prime battleground for
technology companies, as
consumers increasingly
use their phones to access
the Internet, listen to
digital music and
play video games.

Apple jump-started the
market for high-end
smartphones with the launch
of its iPhone in 2007.

For Google, the world’s No
1 Internet search engine,
making the transition to
mobile phones is key as it
seeks to maintain and expand
its nearly $24 billion online
advertising business.

Google’s Android .
software, which it offers free
to cell phone vendors, has

2

The new Droid phone, a Motorola Inc and Verizon Wireless phone based on Google Inc’s

Android’s 29.6 per cent. experienced dramatic growth | Android 2.0 system, at a media event in New York. PHOTO: REUTERS
Gartner said it expects a since coming to market two
variety of less-expensive years ago. More than 200,000 | Samsung Electronics, are sold | operating system for US tracker NPD.
Android devices shipping in Android phones, from every day, Google CEO Eric smartphones in the second Nokia’s Symbian
the second half of 2010, to companies including Schmidt said recently. quarter, according to a report | operating system has
boost Android’s growth, Motorola Inc, HTC Corp and Android became the No 1 1 last month by industry maintained the No 1 spot
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US hopes to work with India on
H1B, L1 visa fee rise issue

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Washington, 11 September

he US hopes to work
with India to address its
concerns over the recent
increase in H-1B and L} visa
fee in order to find an “ac-
ceptable alternative solution”
to the critical issue that threat-
ens to hurt the bilateral eco-
nomic ties, a top Obama ad-
ministration official has said.
“It is an issue the admin-
istration is hoping to work with
{India) to see if we can come
up with an acceptable alter-
native solution,” US Trade Rep-
resentative Ron Kirk told the
popular ‘Mercury News' of the
Silicon Valley. “We'd like to see
if we can find a way so that
it is not as offensive to some
of our important partners like
India as it is perceived to be,”
Kirk said.

His remarks came in re-
sponse to a question on the re-
cent fee hike for H-1B and

“It {the visa fee hike} has
not been well received in In-
dia,” Kirk said.

“We have heard from a lot
of our colleagues (in India). It
will hopefully be a subject of
our {(US-India) Trade Policy
Forum (sponsored by Kirk's

office’and India's Minister of
Commerce and I[ndustry,
Anand Sharma) in a couple of

L-1 visas for foreign compa- weeks,” said the US Trade Rep-
nies, particularly outsourcing resentative,
giants from India, which has Kirk also appeared to be
created an uproar in India.  dissatisfied with the steps tak-
The fee for H-1B visas — en by the US Congress with
which soared from $320 to regard to H-1B visas, said to
$2,320 — will help be the life line of the
{)ay fcn'f fa $650 mil- ‘The visa fee Silicon Valley.
“lion effort to in- . He argued that
crease security hike has not while thigs was an
along the US-Mex- beenwell- economicissue, the
ico border. India’s s . Congress took this
IT industry says the received in as aﬁ immigration
move will cost them India’ matter.
$200 million a year. “The reality is

the Congress is zealous
about its right to determine
immigration policy. We see
this as an economic issue but
the Congress feels it should
be seen as a part of our
overall immigration policy,”
he said.

worldwide, thanks to the
company’s broad distribution
of its handsets. But Nokia has
struggled to deliver a high-

i | end smartphone to compete

with the likes of the Apple
iPhone or devices based on
Google’s Android.

On Friday, Nokia
announced that Microsoft's
Stephen Elop would replace
Olli-Pekka Kallasvuo as chief
executive in a bid to revive

the Finish handset company’s

fortunes.
Gartner projected that
Apple’s i0S software, which

: is only available on Apple’s

iPhone, will add nearly 3
percentage points of market
share to achieve a 17.1 per
cent slice of the global market
by 2011, but will slip back to a
14.9 per cent share in 2014,

Blackberry-maker
Research in Motion will see
its share fall from 19.9 per .
cent in 2009 to 11.7 per cent
in 2014, Gartner said, while
Microsoft’s Windows Phone
software will decline to 3.9
per cent in 2014 from 8.7 per
cent in 2009.
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Now, Sibal on Digvijay radar

PNS W NEW DELHI

fter Home Minister P

Chidambaram, it's Human
Resource Development (HRD)
Minister Kapil Sibal who seems
to be the latest target of attack
by leaders from within his
own party, the Congress.

First, it was Congress MP
K Keshav Rao who spearhead-
ed the attack against Sibals
Educational Tribunal Bill dur-
ing the Monsoon Session of the
Rajya Sabha. On Saturday, it
was Congress general secretary
Digvijay Singh's turn to snipe
at the HRD Minister.

After openly criticising
Chidambaram on his policy to
handle the Maoists and his
remark on “saffron terror”,
Singh found faults with Sibal's
policies. He asked the Minister

FRESH SALVO: Digvijay Singh

7 WILL LOOKINTO ¢

AL NEED OF THE

QUR IS FOR HRD
INISTRY TO PAY

RE ATTENTION
TO SCHOOL
EDUCATION AND
SKILL DEVELOPMENT
CENTRES RATHER
THAN HIGHER

to focus more on development
of school education and skill
development centres than high-
er education.

“The need at the moment is
that the HRD Ministry should

THEMATTER 5
pay more attention to the devel-

opment of school education
and skill development centres
rather than higher education
and I have full faith that th
will look into the matter]” Sing|

IN LINE OF FIRE: Kapil Sibal

said in Jabalpur on Saturday.
Digvijay’s remark came a day
after the HRD Minister
announced IIT reforms plans.

Singh had earlier differed
with Home Minister on the

counter-Maoist strategy and
said, “He (Chidambaram) is
extremely intelligent, articulate,
committed and a sincere politi-
cian — but extremely rigid
once he makes up his mind. 1
have been a victim of his intel-
lectual arrogance many times,
but we still are good friends””

Following Chidambaram’s
remark about “saffron terror”,
Congress’ chief spokesperson
Janardan Dwivedi too ticked
him off saying terrorism can
have only one colour and that
is black He was joined by
Digvijay, who said saffron
stood for courage and valour
and cannot denote terror.

On his part, Sibal was
forced to defer the Educational
Tribunal Bill after Keshav Rao

‘led the Opposition attack
against tge Educational

Tribunal Bill. Rao had said,
“This kind of hasty legislation
for a subject like education does
not augur well and his (Sibal’s)
thoughts run faster than the
deeds of his Ministry™

Sibal suffered a major
embarrassment after the other
members of the House joined
Rao in finding faults with the
Bill, finally forcing the Minister
to defer the Bill. Subsequently,
the Minister met Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
and gave a vent to his feelings.

Sibal had hit back at his
detractors, who had accused
him of rushing the Bill, by
invoking Rajiv Gandhi and
saying the former Prime
Minister had desired that the
task of imparting quality edu-
cation should be achieved in a
few months.
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HT faces faculty
crunch, moots
full-time foreign
teachers

New Delhi: Facing a mas-
sive shortage of well-qualified
teachers, the prestigious Indian
Institutes of Technolo {IIT)
have mooted a proposa%itor hir-
ing forei nationals as per-
manent faculty members.

With one-third teaching
positions lying vacant, the pro-
posal as a solution to meet the
unprecedented staff crunch is
expected to be deliberated at
the next IIT council meetin
here on Friday, II'T officials sai
on Wednesday.

The move, if accepted,
would enable the premier
engineering and technology
institutes to appoint foreign
teachers on permanent posi-
tions, up to 10 per cent of the
faculty strength.

In 2007, the IITs had been
%ranted permission to hire

orei nationals as faculty
members, but only for a max-
imum period of five years ofr
contract basis.

IIT-Kharagpur leads the

ack with 299 wvacancies fol-
owed by IIT-Bombay with
222, IIT-Roorkee wit 194,
IIT-Madras with 138 and IIT-
Drelhi with 78. Others are not
far behind either.

‘There are 69 wvacancies in
ITT-Kanpur, 65 in ITT-Guwahati
and 48 in ITT-Ropad In fact, the
situation is the same in all the
15 II'Ts in the country.

IITs have contended that
the tEresence of foreign faculty
on their campuses would
g::tg:laﬁng students to globally

i guished professors, besides
lending a true international
flavour in the campuses and
reducing brain drain.

Appointment of foreign
faculty could also give a boost
to 11Ts' plan to enrcl foreign
students for the post-gradu-
ate programme. IITs have
already requested the Human
Resources Development

(HRIDD) Ministry to enrol for-
eign students 1o the extent of
25 per cent of the total stu-
_dent strength
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II'T medicine foray sparks debate

‘Should IITs teach medicine when students’ interest in sciences is declining?’
Aom TANDOWTNS the ITTs could teach medicine

n Itis reported that barely 13 per cent of class Xl and Xl provided they offercd uniform

o S icach, _ Oraders wanted fo pursue science in higher education_ ﬁy“ﬁ;;“d‘;“r;shf}’g‘;‘“;‘]’:ﬁ“g‘;‘
medicine has baffled many at ~ w The question is why 1ITs, top technical institutes, That apart, Health Min-
atime when students’ interest should feach medicine whieh is not theirstrength. __ istry is uneasy with the move
in pure sciences is declining. 4 Kapil Sibal explains the shift on the plea that medical and says it won't serve
National Council for Appi.led technologists would be needed in future. India’s interests,

Economic Research recently
reported that barely 13.4 per
cent of class XI and XII
graders wanted §o pursue sci-
ence in higher education.

The question then is why
IITs, top technical institutes
which must develop core sci-
ence competencies to strength-
en India’s knowledge society, -
should teach medicine which
is not their strength.

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
explains the shift in terms of
the need of new knowledge
in areas of medicine and sci-

Anempty hallina
mosque in Nigeen, a
neighbourhood in
Srinagar, has turned
into a school, one of
the several such
community schools
that have come up in
the troubled Valley

IQBAL SONAULLAH
SRINAGAR

N the banks of Nigeen lake in
Srinagar, young boys and girls
assemble every afternoon in

an empty hall on the second
floor of a mosque. Colourful carpets
cover the floor. A blackboard, covered in
athick film of white chalk dust, hangs on
awindow facing the lake. In each of the
four corners of the room, students sit in
semi-circles as young men give them les- .
sons in English, mathematics and sci-
ence. Occasionally, they shift to face the
blackboard.

As the daily cycle of violence and
shutdowns are keeping children out of
schools, community schools such as this
one in Nigeen are possibly the only way
the Valley’s children can make up for
theirwasted school days.

‘The community school in Nigeen, a
locality in Srinagar, was set up a month
ago by young graduates of the neigh-
bourhood. It's an informal set up—no
uniforms or attendance registers, no
punishment for coming in late.

And the children seem to have taken
wellto this informal arrangement.

Shayim Farooq, 11, is in dass six. He is

lean and shy. When the community |-

w Health Ministry uneasy with the move and says it won't

serve India’s interests

ence and the fact that medical
technologists would be need-
ed in future. That’s also the
thought of Prof Yashpal,
author of the report on high-
er education reforms in India,
who said he was delighted at
the IIT decision.

Asked why Health Ministry
was opposed to the idea (it said
IITs' foray into conventicnal
medicine was not advisable;

Indian Express ND 12/09/2010

they should focus on PhDs in
medical engineering, biotech-
nology, bio-statistics and ¢
health), Prof Yashpal said,
“Health Ministry doesn't
understand education. You
can’t teach medicine without
technology. All growth in
medicine in the past 40 years
has been in technology. Dr A,
Seth, chief cardiologist,
Escorts Heart Institute, said

P-10

“If top technical schoals start
teaching medicine, who will
AIIMS collaborate with for
research? Seven new AIIMS-
like institutes with focus on
biotechnology are coming up.
Who will they work with?
Medical experts, too, are wary.
“It's a ploy to get money from
alumni and divert focus from
JEE reforms.” IIT faculty
sources sdid. [T Kharagpur
has a School of Medical Sci-
ence functioning for six years
with about 15 seats. Barely
five are filled annually.

school was set up, Shayim was among

i h i h

the first to join. Soon, his other friends ~ Adlassin
joined in. “I come here every day,” says

Shayim. “At first, it was difficult toun-  ule his routine.
derstand new teachers. But now it feels

it ity school in Shopian.

teers who set up the community school.

These days, as the University’s lec- ~ While Irfan studies commerce through a

g0od,” he says as his teacher, Nimmer  ture rooms remain locked, Nimmer  distance education programme, he also

their children’s lost school d: menh;

thertosetupacom-  up aschool for higher secondary students.
“Whenever they met, they talked munity school. More than 400 students

‘These schools have no formal names

about their children and schools. Educa- ~ from Mehand and adjoining villages at-  nor do they advertise their presence.

Qayoom, writes a note in his book.
Shayim smiles and says Nimmer is his
favourite teacher.

“Tlike this school. We don't wear uni-
forms. Nobody makes us stand with our
face to the wall or asks us to stand on one
leg for coming in late,” says Shayim.

‘While Shayim settles to a new rou-
tine, his teacher Nimmer, who teaches

+ management at Kashmir University’s

i 00 has had to resched-

joins his friends every afternoon at the
mosque to teach the young students.
“Itis difficult to keep the schools open
as long as the killings continue. But we
cannot afford to let the education of
our children suffer,” he says. “There
was no other alternative so we decided
to teach our children ourselves. Itis our
responsibility.”
‘Shayim’s older brother Irfan Farooq, a
mmerce student, is among the volun-

runs a provision store in a by-lane in
Nigeen. And as the shutdowns continue,
Irfan says he has had to run his business
from home as neighbours and customers
from nearby localities come asking for
‘provisions. He takes a break in the after-
‘noons to help run the community school.

Nimmer and Irfan say they came up
with the idea of the community school
because anxious parents in their neigh-
bourhood would always worry about

tion was not the only worry; children
had no routine. They had all the time to
waste and would spend that roaming
around the locality,” says Nimmer. Their
energies had to be channelised better,
the two young men decided.

A network of such

tend the school that is run in two shifts
everyday.
In Shopian town and its adjacent ar-

Usually, word gets around and parents
bring their children to these schools.
Teachers n the

eas, five community schools have come
up in the last two months. More than
300 children study in these schools.

‘The volatile north ir district of

schools has come up across the Valley. In
Mehnand, a remote village in south
Kashmir, Bashir Ahmad, a 27-year-old
research scholar, and young

Baramulla has gone a step ahead. There
are seven community schools in Bara-
mulla town alone. In the neighboring So-

pore town,

as well as those working in private
schools volunteer to give lessons.

“We do not charge our students any-
thing nor do we need anyone to sponsor
us,”says Mohammad Habil, a student of
law whe teaches at a community school
in Shopian. “They are our children, if we
do not care about them, who will?”
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A new skill

Mumbai's dabbawallas, known for their precision,
are now trying their hand at computers

GARIMA MISHRA
PUNE

ONE LOOK at the thousands of steel
dabbas and Raghunath Megde can tell
you where each cne will go and at what
precise time. But ask Megde to under-
take the relatively easier task of keying
in his name on the computer and he's
likely to scowl at you. But today, Medge
smiles broadly and says he is getting
there, Megde, president of Mumbai
Dabbawala Association, is one of the
25 members of the associaticn who
have recently joined a six-month
course in English and computers.

Most of the dabbawalas came into
the profession with little or no educa-
tion. “They have their own problems.
When the delivery address is given to
them in English, they have difficulty
finding it,” says Krishna Kumar, vice
chancellor of Yashwantrao Chavan
Open University, which is offering the
course free of cost to the dabbawalas.

The class began on September 5
and Medge is confident that after six
months, he will be able to speak a
smattering of English. Even for a sys-
tem that is known for its clockwork
precision, Megde says basic sen-

tences—like, ‘Sorry, I am late today’ or
‘1 won't be able to come tomorrow’—
will help the dabbawalas build a rap-
port with their customers.

The bunch of 25 students includes
the nine directors of the Mumbai Dab-
bawala Association, the president and
also the secretary. “Thave promised my-
self that the day 1 finish this course, I
will give a presentation in English to
my classmates,” says 65-year-old Gan-
garam Tilekar, secretary, who now
knows how to write his name, address
and cellphone number in English.

It was Pawan Agarwal, CEO of
Mumbai Dabbawala Association, who
came up with the idea, “Since Mumbai
local trains are an inseparable part of
their job profile, we have designed
their computers in such a way that they
Iook like train compartments,” says
Agarwal, The classes are held at
Vikhroli, a Mumbai suburb, on two
days of the week. And on the week-
ends, they are held for four hours.

“There are around 5,000 dab-
bawalas working for the association.
We plan to open more centres in
other parts of the city so that more
dabbawalas can join the course,”
says Agarwal,

Mumbai's dabbawallas get a course in computers
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Vineeta Pandey nNew DELH

The idea of a single en-
france/aptitude tesf replag-
ing multiple entrv-level ex-
aminations, as mooted by
Union HRD minister Kapil
Sibal, has been oppesed by
the Indian Instiiuies of
Technelogy {(1TTs).

There was no consensus on
a gingle enirance examina-
tion-— National Aptitude Test
{NAT) — during a meeting of
the HT Council in New Delhi
on Friday; also, the IITs were
against the idea of complete-
I¥ scrapping their Joint En-
irance Examination (JEK).

Institutes o offer courses in medicine

The HTs will now be able {0 offer new courses in medicine.
The BT council has decided to include the study of
medicing in the system, as per the rules and regulations
taid down by the Medical Councif of India {(MCI). This
impties that the I1Ts will not teach MBBS courses without
MCI clearance and an amendment in their own act.
However, the }Ts are allowed to start those courses that
do not need a degree to practice like PhD in bio-medical
engineering, bio-technology and e-health. This also
includes areas requiring technology.

Seven cut of 15 instituies
favourad a separaie “add-on”
testin addition to NAT aspro-
posed by the commitiees on ex-
amination reforms.

While members agreed
that multiple-entrance tests

put pressure ¢n skudents and
their parents, no consensus
could bereached on how to go
about reforming the system.

“There was unanimiiy on
changing the present exami-
nation system of JEE and

st idea

AIEEE and reduce the mulii-
plicity of enfrance exams. But
the seven HTs, which includ-
ed hoth new and cld ones, did
not wish o 1imil themselves
o NAT and wanted an exira
examination io select their
students,” said T Guwahati
director Gautam Barua.

Almest all HTs favoured
giving more weighiage io
standard 12 examinations and
allowing only the{op studenis
of each staie toiake NAT.

Keen on doing away with
rraltiple entrance tests, Sibal
set up another committee to
suggest an entrance model for
enginesring,
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MCI permission needed for courses

Riderin T
medical nod

BASANTKUMAR
MOHANTY

New Delhi, Sept. 10: The
IIT council, the apex deci-
sion-making body of the
tech schools, today grant-
ed them permission to
teach medicine but they
need the approval of
the Medical Council of
India (MCI).

The announcement set-
tles a vear-long debate over
whether “national instite-
tions of importance”™ such as
1ITs need clearance from
councils monitoring a specif-
ic field when the institutes
step into unfamiliar territory

The council, headed by
HRD minister Kapil Sibal,
said the institutes would have
to seek the approval of the
Medical Council of India to
offer degrees for the practice
of medicine. But they can
Launch inter-disciplinary
courses invelving medicine
and engineering on theirown.

“IITs can start degrees like
MBBS, MD etc for practice of
medicine with approval from
ML If thedegree isnot aimed
at practice of medicine, the
i1Ts themselves can start such
inter-disciplinary programm-
es,” Sibal said after the meet-
ing. The {iT Act of 1961 will
have to be amended to include
medicine as a subiect to be
taught in the institutes.

1T Kharagpur has already
proposed to start a medical in-
stitution in collaboration with
indian Railways, which will
offer courses leading up to

MBBS, MD, MS and PhD de- -

grees.
The issue has been hang-
ing fire for the past vear be-

cause of divergent views wit-
hin different ministries. Ea-
rlier this vear, the HRD minis-
trv had suggested that since
the IiTs are institutions of na-
tional importance, they need
not g6 through the MCI to start
courses in medical education.
However, the health and the
law ministries opposed this.

The law ministry said IITs
had established themselves in
engineering education but
should not be given the status
of top medical schools AIIMS
and PGIMER, which do not
need the MCTs approval to
start courses. The health min-
istry slso said the IITs can
start courses in medicine if
thev meet the criteria laid
down by the MCI, which gov-
erns medical education in the
country.

For inter-disciplinary
courses in biotechnology, bio-
engineering and e-health,
however, the I{Ts will not need
the MICI's approval.

IIT Kharagpur savs its
medical courses will be uni-
que programmes that will bri-
ng medicine and engineering
together and produce doctors
with high knowledge of math-
ematics, simulation, anima-
tion and engineering. They
will be able to design low-cost
technology for health care and
deliver cheaper health care.

“While teaching physiolo-
gy, there is & requirement of
models, animators and simu-
lators. The idea is to develop a
new health care delivery sys-
tem. The cost of medical tests
is too high these days that pa-
tients cannot afford. The stu-
dents at the proposed medical
college will 2et knowledge in
engineering which they can
utilise to develon low-cost equ-
ipment,” an IIT Kharagpur of-
ficial said.

Medical education and re-
search in technology are going
hand in hand in all developed
countries and in most develop-
ing countries, the official said.
He gave the examnple of Johns
Hopkins University, imperial
College London and Harvard
Meidical School, which have
brought together the medical
and engineering disciplines.

The official said the pro-
posed medical colleges will st-
art a medical outreach prosr-
amme to provide health care
aflvice in villages through a
cellular phone network. For
small ailments, patients can
consult doctors over the net-
work.
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12th marks, aptitude test to be criteria

FROM QUR BUREAU
NEW DELHI

the 15 1FTs -- which have decided to hold the

{iTjointentrance examination for the year
2011 on April 10 - Union Human Resource De-
velopment Minister Kapil Sibal on Friday re-
asserted his resolve to allow admissions based
on Class 12 marks without any examination.

His contention is that why should students
study hard to get the best marks in the final
scheol examination if they are of no use inad-
mission te a college. The only concession he is
ready to give is to allow an aptitude test, buthe
msisted that the elass 12 marks woull be the
basic criteria for selection in 1iTs and other en-
gineering colleges.

“There are two things. Firstly the present
system of coaching must go as it is detrimen-
tal to quality of intake; secondly, the problem
of children appearing for multiple entrance
exams causes financial and psvchological
pressure on the children and their family”
Sibal said.

"Weightage will be given to 12th exam
marks, and those marks will be based on the
performance through the vear it will auto-
matically discourage coaching,” he said.

He told reporters that modalities for change
in the adinission process are still being worked

:[ N a direct confrontation with directors of

R

outand as such he cannot give a time frame for
implementation.

He alsc disclosed that he is pursuing a pro-
posal for allowing the IITs to offer medical
courses despite strong objections from the
Health Ministry early this vear: Such courses
will, however, be launched only after the Med-
ical Council of India gives the clearance, he
said. Sibal said he was quite aware that IITs
could not give degrees in medicine unless and
until MCi gives the approval annd that is what
he is exploring right now. Unlike the courses
offered by the medical colleges, he said the

Continued on page 2«
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Stalin promises IT sector

world-class infrastructure
Wants projects in SEZs speeded up
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RECOGNITION: Deputy Chief Minister M.K. Stalin presenting the
CII- ICICI Venture Connect Entrepreneur award to Madhava
Reddy, founder-president and CEO, HTC Global Services, and
Lifetime Achievement Award to R, Ramaraj, co-founder and CEO,
Sify Private Ltd, at Connect 2010 in Chennai on Thursday.

- PHOTO: BIJOY GHOSH ’

Special Correspondent

CHENNAL: Urging the IT industry to ex-
pedite their projects in SEZs in the
State, Deputy Chief Minister M. K. Sta-
lin on Thursday promised to provide
the sector world-class infrastructure.

Addressing the valedictory of ‘Con-
nect 2010, the annual ICT event host-
ed by Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII), Mr, Stalin said the government
was actively promoting IT SEZs and 19
of the 29 notified zones were function-
al. Itwas especially significant that Tier
Il cities were part of the overall growth
in software exports that grew from
Rs.161 crore in 1996-97 to Rs.36,680
crore in 2008-09,

The government was also focussed
on making Chennai a destination of
growth and development through pro-
jects such as greenfield airport, aero-
space park, Metro Rail and Financial
City. -

“While growth is welcome, it creates
its own problems of emerging bottle-
necks..l assure you that the govern-
ment will provide infrastfucture of
international standard™ Mr. Stalin
said.

State IT Minister Poongothai Aladi
Aruna said Tamil Nadu had the highest
number of IT SEZs in India and the
ICT industry collectively provided di-
rect employment to about 3.24 Iakh
people.

Noting that the future growth of the

sector lay in a broader and deeper in-
tegration with the State’s strong base of
auto, healthcare, entertainment indus-
tries, Dr. Poongothai urged the indus-
try to go to tier-2 and tier-3 cities and
create a level-playing field across the
State,

S. Gopalakrishnan, Chairman, CII-
Southern Region, said the IT industry
would continue to grow and add jobs in
the State.

The industry had done well in Tamil
Nadu owing to support from the State
government and academia,

S. Mahalingam, Chairman, Connect
2010, said some of the key ideas moot-
ed included the need for creating a
strong intellectual property founda-
tion in the State, setting up of skill
development centres and vocaticnal
institutes, and creating a world-class
technology institute in Chennat for de-
veloping a conducive eco-system.

Earlier, the Deputy Chief Minister
presented the CII-ICICI Venture Con-
nect Entrepreneur of the Year Award
to Madhava Reddy, founder-president
and CEG, HTC Global Services, and the
Lifetime Achievement Award to R
Ramaraj, co-founder and CEQ of Sify.

Gopal Srinivasan, CMD, TVS Capital
Funds, said the CII had instituted the
entrepreneur award along with [CICI
Ventures to recognise the contribution
being made by IT entrepreneurs to the
State’s economy, employment gener-
ation and social development.
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